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the gates of the inn where the lorry had been housed he found
his way barred by sentries. He was requested by the Governor-
General to summon the remaining members who had stayed
behind in Turfan.

For ten days Point was held prisoner before he agreed to
send a message ordering the other lorries to come to Urumchi,
Meanwhile the Turfan authorities had confiscated all the
expedition's arms, with the exception of two light automatics
which were artfully concealed under a trailer. When the
Turfan party reached Urumchi they were met by an unshaven
horseman who dashed out of the city and bade them halt.
It was Point. He had been released when he had sent the
required instructions to Turfan.

"Dismantle the track-bands and the running-gear," he
commanded. " The Marshal wants to grab the whole of our
equipment!"

Ten minutes later, when a breathless company of soldiers
arrived, the cars were all sitting on their axles. The Russian
chauffeurs who had been brought along announced that they
could not put the cars in order. The exasperated Governor
forthwith placed an armed guard over the cars, and the
expedition was transformed into a detention camp. The motives
for all this were somewhat complicated. The Marshal was
short of transport for his campaign against the rebels. He also
wanted the powerful wireless equipment. Moreover, the
Chinese scientists had convinced him that the French were in
alliance with the Mohammedan rebels.

Point now was in a desperate situation. It was most im-
portant that he should communicate with Haardt at Kashgar,
yet all use of the wireless was absolutely forbidden. To com-
municate secretly by wireless seemed almost impossible, because
the soldiers would hear the motors and see the aerial mast.
It was a case of meeting guile with guile, and Point proved
himself to be positively oriental in his ingenuity. He announced
that in celebration of the National Day of the French Republic
they would give a gramophone recital, and it would be
amplified by using the current from the engines, A brave
display of flags was also rigged up, and the wire to which they
were fixed served as an aerial. A generator was hidden under